CHAPTER VII
RELICS OF TREE-WORSHIP IN  EUROPE
MANY relics of the worship of trees have survived in the
popular customs of Europe, as these are observed particu-
larly on May Day and Whitsuntide. These I have dealt with
elsewhere.1 Here I may supplement what I have there said
on English May Day customs by some notices which I have
not hitherto used of similar May Day customs, now, or
formerly, observed on May Day in Wales.
" The old customs and superstitions in connection with
May Day are unknown in Wales at the present day. Once,
however, May Day dances and revelling were most popular,
especially in Pembrokeshire, as the following interesting
account, which appeared in the Cambrian Journal^ proves.
1 On May-eve, the inhabitants would turn out in troops,
bearing in their hand boughs of thorn in full blossom, which
were bedecked with other flowers, and then stuck outside
the windows of the houses. Maypoles were reared up in
different parts of the town (of Tenby), decorated with flowers,
coloured papers, and bunches of variegated ribbon, On
May Day the young men and women would, joining hand in
hand, dance round the Maypole and thread the needle, as it
was termed- A group of fifty to a hundred persons would
wend their way from one pole to another, till they had thus
traversed the town. Meeting on their way other groups who
were coming from an opposite direction, both parties would
form a ladies* chain> and so pass on their respective ways.'
The Maypole was once most popular in Wales, but the old
custom has entirely died out, though we still hear occasionally
1 The Golden Bough; The Magic Art and the Evolution of Kings> ii. 59-96.